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The LIFE as an instrument for IAS management

The LIFE programme has always funded
projects whose objectives were the contrast
to Invasive Alien Species (1AS).

Most of the projects are implemented In
Italy and Spain (over 35% of the total,
1992-2013)
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The LIFE as an instrument for IAS management

In Italy, since 1996 about 50 projects have
been funded to tackle issues related to
Invasive alien animals and plants.

In the last 10 years:

» more than 20 projects

* budget of about 60 million € (with EU co-
financing > 50%)
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Italian Network - LIFE and |AS

In May 2017 it was decided to establish the Italian Network of LIFE
projects dealing with IAS issues, with the following main aims:
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Italian Network - LIFE and |AS

In May 2017 it was decided to establish the Italian Network of LIFE
projects dealing with IAS issues, with the following main aims:

* to facilitate the implementation of some of the pillars of the LIFE program
(replication, networking)
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Italian Network - LIFE and |AS

In May 2017 it was decided to establish the Italian Network of LIFE
projects dealing with IAS issues, with the following main aims:

* to facilitate the implementation of some of the pillars of the LIFE program

(replication, networking)
» to improve circulation of information, experiences and solutions
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Italian Network - LIFE and |AS

In May 2017 it was decided to establish the Italian Network of LIFE
projects dealing with IAS issues, with the following main aims:

* to facilitate the implementation of some of the pillars of the LIFE program

(replication, networking)

* to iImprove circulation of information, experiences and solutions

* to make better use of the technical skills acquired through the LIFE program,
firstly aimed at optimising the use of financial and human resources
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Italian Network - LIFE and |AS

In May 2017 it was decided to establish the Italian Network of LIFE
projects dealing with IAS issues, with the following main aims:

* to facilitate the implementation of some of the pillars of the LIFE program

(replication, networking)

* to improve circulation of information, experiences and solutions

* to make better use of the technical skills acquired through the LIFE program,
firstly aimed at optimising the use of financial and human resources

The Network is coordinated by the Institute for Environmental Protection
and Research (ISPRA)

\‘l APUfﬁnus jt‘msto GMQN-Z&" 9} PonDerat %3:&?”




First Steps

v’ to perform a detailed analyses of data included in the European database on
Italian LIFE projects on I|AS (database Italian Environment Ministry;
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/)
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First Steps

v’ to perform a detailed analyses of data included in the European database on
ltalian LIFE projects on |AS (database Italian Environment Ministry;
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/)

U to enlarge the Network inviting the coordinators of all Italian LIFE projects on
|IAStojoinus

4 to inform the EASME group and the DG ENV IAS Group of the European
Commission about the networking initiative
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First Steps

v’ to perform a detailed analyses of data included in the European database on
ltalian LIFE projects on |AS (database Italian Environment Ministry;
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/)

U to enlarge the Network inviting the coordinators of all Italian LIFE projects on
|IAStojoinus

4 to inform the EASME group and the DG ENV IAS Group of the European
Commission about the networking initiative

U to perform a web survey involving the enlarged Network, in order to collect
detailed data and to identify specific topicsto be explored by the Network
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Increase in the number of LIFE Projects on |IAS
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1996-2016: 44 projects
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Increase in the number of LIFE Projects on |IAS
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The focus on IAS

Total PROJECTS

e Total budget

Partly focused on |AS:
02,647, 747.87 €

il Entirely focused on |IAS:
86% 12,061,364.00 €
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Taxa and Habitats

Animal/Plant | Habitats involved in LIFE projects

23%

Freshwater

Terrestrial _
SREBEN ,33%

29%

Plant
41% :
. . . Marine/Terresfrial —
Speciesinvolved in LIFE 2% island ot
. 14% 22%
projects
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Top animal species Top plant species

Procambarus clarkii (7/44) Carpobrotus spp. (6/44)
Rattus spp. (5/44) Robinia pseudoacacia (4/44)
Siurus carolinensis (3/44) Amor pha fruticosa (3/44)
Trachemys scripta (3/44) Ailanthus altissima (2/44)
Slurus glanis (3/44) Pinus halepensis (2/44)
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Main activities

Prevention and
control
2%

Prevention/Alert 5%

Eradication
20%

Eradication
and control
73%
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Coordinating and Associated Beneficiaries

Service University

Local
company 11% ~authority
Research__ 2% : / 25%
institute
7% National
authority
1%
Regional
authority _
21% NGO
2%

Protected
area
23%
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General Network objectives

1 Collect evidences of the impact of IAS on biodiversity and human
activies, management costs and effects of LIFE Programme
Investment in a national context
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General Network objectives

1 Collect evidences of the impact of |AS on biodiversity and human
activies, management costs and effects of LIFE Programme
Investment in a national context

 Share knowledges and experiences in order to improve
communication tools and actions and raise awareness on |AS
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General Network objectives

 Collect evidences of the impact of IAS on biodiversity and human

activies, management costs and effects of LIFE Programme
Investment in a national context

 Share knowledges and experiences In order to Improve
communication tools and actions and raise awareness on |AS

1 Develop technical reports and organize information events for
local autoritiesinvolved in |AS management
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Network proposals

National level

d Isthe Italian Government interested in exploring the possibility of
new regulations for enhancing the effectiveness of |AS contrasts?

The lAS LIFE projects could contribute with their experiences!
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Network proposals

National level

d Isthe Italian Government interested in exploring the possibility of
new regulations for enhancing the effectiveness of |AS contrasts?

* Revise national laws to ensure homogeneous regulations
for all animal species? (e.qg. |. 157/92)

» Access to private properties (not only for urban invaders!)
- are land stewardship agreements enough?

The lAS LIFE projects could contribute with their experiences!
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Network proposals

European level

1 An ad hoc financial tool should be identified to ensure the after-
LIFE sustainability of the results of LIFE projectson IAS

The recovery of native species is one of the main objectives of LIFE-IAS projects
We need |long-term perspectives to obtain, maintain and appreciate significant
results
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Network proposals

European level

J An ad hoc financial tool should be identified to ensure the after-
LIFE sustainability of the results of LIFE projectson IAS

The recovery of native species is one of the main objectives of LIFE-IAS projects
We need long-term perspectives to obtain, maintain and appreciate significant
results

d WHAT ABOUT A EUROPEAN-WIDE NETWORK?
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The ltalian Network LIFE and IAS

THANKSYOU
FOR YOURATTENTION

Thanks are due to Riccardo Scalera, Eugenio Dupré;
Elena Tricarico and Lisa Fabbrini;
Andrea Monaco, Sandro Bertolino, Lucilla Carnevali, Piero Genovesi;
Adriano Martinoli, Lucas Wauters, Nicola Baccetti, Camilla Gotti
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