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EASIN in a nutshell 

• Interconnects databases enabling access to data on about 14,000 alien 
species (AS) occurring in Europe

• Works in partnership with European and global databases

• Official information system assisting EC and MS in the implementation of the 
EU Regulation 1143/2014 on IAS:

- includes a platform for invasive alien species (IAS) notifications 
(early detection, rapid eradication and effectiveness of measures)

- cooperation with EC and MS Competent Authorities

• Integration of citizen science (CS) data



EASIN Catalogue: pan-European inventory of AS

• Valid names, synonyms

• Taxonomy

• Species status (alien, cryptogenic, questionable)

• Environment (terrestrial, freshwater, marine and oligohaline)

• Impact

• Native range

• Pathways 

• Year and country of first introduction in Europe

• Links to additional information sources



EASIN Data Partners

• Discussion on collaboration include: VLIZ, AQUANIS, NOBANIS, ESENIAS, NCBI GenBank, 
EMBL-EBI European Nucleotide Archive

• MS surveillance reports under Reg. 1143/2014, National and Regional data

• EASIN-Lit: geodatabase including species distribution from the review of scientific literature, 
e.g. updating information of IAS of Union concern or for emerging alien species in Europe

GBIF GISIN REABIC ELNAIS CIESM HCMR-EEA MEDMIS

EPPO MAMIAS NBICSTOP VESPA EEIKO CABIEASIN-Lit



EASIN Editorial Board

• Data quality assurance

• Systematic update of EASIN Catalogue

• Participatory approach

• 29 Members

• On-line platform for discussions

• Working procedures
http://easin-eb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/



• Search functions by species name or 
combined criteria (e.g. pathways, habitat, 
impact, etc.)

• Access original data sources

• Visualize maps

• Select data from specific data partners

• Native range 

• Time slider 

EASIN web tools and 
services

Advanced search: combined criteria allow a tailored query selecting 

taxa/ environment/ impact/ species status/ pathways



EASIN & Citizen Science 

• Workshop on CS with COST, BXL 8 February 2017) (RIO
https://doi.org/10.3897/rio.3.e14811)

• EASIN web page relevant to CS

• Posts on Twitter & Facebook concerning CS and IAS (monitoring, eradication)

• Collaboration with ECSA drafting policy document on Bioblitz and contribution
to a capacity building WS and City Nature Challenge 2018

• COST joint proposal on IAS and CS submitted

https://doi.org/10.3897/rio.3.e14811




Citizen Science: Invasive Alien Species App 

Focus on IAS 
of Union 
concern



Citizen Science: Invasive Alien Species App 

Purpose and scope

• Stimulating citizen awareness and engagement in

environmental monitoring and reporting

• Complementing existing surveillance systems on IAS of Union

Concern in Member States

Development status

• Published in Google and Apple stores

• Website for data visualization

• Web application for back-end management continuously 

evolving

• Integration with EASIN to be completed



integration of validated data into EASIN

geodatabase

Framework designed for re-use!

Citizen Science: Invasive Alien Species App 



Support to implementation EU Reg. 1143/2014

• EU COMM Impl. Reg. 2016/1141

• EU COMM Impl. Reg. 2017/1263

• 49 invasive alien species of Union concern

Myocastor coypus

Vespa velutina nigrithoraxBaccaris halimifolia



Based on the best available knowledge: 

• data aggregated through EASIN, in 

collaboration with the competent 

authorities of the MS

Provides useful information supporting:

• MS establishment of a surveillance    

system for the targeted species;

• factual basis for the review of the 

application of the IAS Regulation

EU Impl. Regulation 
1141/2016 



Cumulative number of IAS of Union concern 
per EU MS (established + casual included)

Baseline distribution of IAS of Union concern

Distribution of Myriophyllum aquaticum in EU



• Search functions by species name or 
combined criteria (e.g. pathways, habitat, 
impact, etc.), allowing access to AS 
information

• Access to factsheets and original data 
sources

• Visualize maps

• Select data from specific data partners

• Native range 

• Time slider 

Support to scientific 
research

Aquatic Invasions (2015) Vol. 10, Issue 4: 359–370

Native distribution range of European marine AS 

(Aquatic Invasions- under revision)



On-going activities

• EASIN website updates (widgets, maps, “news”, etc.)

• Updates of EASIN Catalogue and Geodatabase

• Integration of new Data Partners

• Baseline of spatial distribution of the species recently added to 
the list of Union concern

• Integration of Citizen Science contributions



Take-home messages

• EASIN = official tool of the EU Commission on IAS

• Based on collaboration with existing AS initiatives

 aggregates, integrates, harmonizes AS data and 
information for their management at European level

 facilitates access to AS data and information

 increases credibility, visibility and impact of data 
partners

The EASIN team invites you to join the network 
and share data and expertise through

a common network



Any questions?
You can find me EASIN@ec.europa.eu


